The Coming Civilization
that intellectual effort could lead nowhere. Those
kinds of enterprise which do not give immediate
pleasure would be abandoned. Man would have lost
faith in himself. For what is the use of trying to
discover truth if it cannot be discovered? What is
the use of endeavours to make the world more
beautiful, if our sense of beauty is merely created
by the kind of fuel with which we have been fed?
Why try to behave as rational creatures when we are
only impulse-driven animals? The advice which
psycho-analysis gives us is, indeed, quite definite
on this point. On the whole, it says, we do ourselves
harm by repressing the primitive instincts and desires
with which our mind is stored. We should be true
to ourselves as we are, gratify these instincts, and
follow the path of 'self-expression'. "Eat, drink, and
be merry, for to-morrow we die" is the only conclu-
sion at which we can arrive if psycho-analysis is
correct.
Is this Materialist Theory True?
But, as we have already seen, neither Behaviourist
nor psycho-analyst can admit that their teaching
will bring about these results, for, if they did so,
it would be an admission that man, after all, is the
'captain of his soul', and that ideas do create events.
Is man's conduct affected by his beliefs? The
question is vital, for if the answer is in the affirmative
any spread of the irrationalist doctrine will help
to determine the nature of the coming civilization.
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